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PPS RECORDS FOR 
111 HOPE STREET 

Former Address 107 Hope Street, 1875-1882 
 

PLAT 17, LOT 615 
Formerly Part of Lot 160 

 
GEORGE W. HALL HOUSE 

Built ca. 1854-1857 
 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
A 1½-story wood-frame vernacular Italianate single-family house with side gable asphalt 
roof, clapboard walls, and a raised brick foundation (now painted the same color as the 
siding).  The main entrance is in the 3rd of four bays across the façade, reached by 
climbing a flight of wooden steps set parallel to the house; the doorway has a hood over 
it with decorative brackets.  A dormer with two 6/6 windows in it is set into the roof over 
the front door; and on the south elevation, a bay window at the second floor level has 
decorative brackets underneath it, similar to those on the front door hood. Most of the 
windows are 6/6 wood double hung sash, consistent with the mid-19th century date of 
the building.    
 
The house stands on a tiny 1,256 sq.ft. lot on the east side of Hope Street between 
Williams Street on the north and John Street on the south.  The irregularly shaped lot 
has 31.12 feet of frontage.  
 
 
HISTORY: 
 
Determining the history of this house was a challenging task because for approximately 
a century, 111 Hope Street shared a lot with the house next door at 109 Hope Street. 
(AP 17, Lot 160; also known as Lot #2 of the Rope Walk Lots Plat of 1830.) 
Furthermore, both buildings were built and maintained by absentee landlords 
throughout most of the 19th century and well into the 20th.  These same owners also held 
the adjacent lot (Lot 161; a.k.a. Lot #1 of the Rope Walk Lots Plat) at the corner of Hope 
and Williams Street, and until the mid-20th century, both lots were typically sold in 
tandem each time the property changed hands.  
 
Deed records indicate that a house occupied by a man named Ebenezer Shed stood on 
this lot as early as 1846. While it is not possible to tell from the records whether this 
deed refers to 109 or 111 Hope Street, the architectural features of 109 appear to 
indicate that it is indeed older than 111.  (The National Register nomination for the 
College Hill National Historic Landmark District identifies 109 Hope Street as the 
Ebenezer Shedd [sic] house, built in 1845.)  Thus, it seems reasonable to conclude that 
111 Hope is not in fact the house referenced in the 1846 deed. 



PPS Records for 111 Hope Street  Page 2 
 
 

                                                     

 
The footprints of both 111 and 109 Hope Street appear on city atlases as early as 1857, 
and the tax assessment for buildings on this lot nearly doubled between 1854 and 1857 
(from $500 to $900), which would seem to indicate that 111 Hope Street was built 
sometime during that three year period.  (This assessment seems quite low, especially 
for two buildings, but both are very small.)  Further specificity as to construction date is 
precluded by the fact that no tax records were found for the years 1855-1856, nor are 
any building permits available from the 1850s.   
 
In 1853 George W. Hall purchased AP 17, Lot 160, which already had the house at 109 
Hope Street standing on it.  (He had previously bought the adjacent Lot 161 in 1835.)   
Mr. Hall was a partner in a business on South Water Street dealing in limestone and 
brick (Bradford & Hall), and he lived at various addresses on Hope Street during those 
17 years.  Sometime between 1854-1857, he apparently built 111 Hope Street as an 
investment property, for he only lived there for a brief period well after the house was 
constructed in 1867 and 1868.  (Interestingly, the tax assessment for buildings on this 
lot went up slightly in 1867, perhaps indicating that Mr. Hall made some improvements 
to 111 Hope while he lived there.) In 1870 Mr. Hall sold both Lots 160 and 161, 
containing a total of three houses, to Amey Vernon, wife of John W. Vernon, a cashier 
at Merchants National Bank on Westminster Street downtown.  The Vernons lived in the 
house on Lot 161, now 199 Williams Street, and rented out both 111 and 109 Hope 
Street.  The names of tenants during the first 23 years of the Vernons’ ownership 
cannot be determined, for not until 1893 did the city started publishing house directories 
listing residences by street address.  
 
Note that the city atlases for 1875 and 1882 give the street addresses of 111 and 109 
Hope Street as 107 and 105, respectively.  The current addresses first appear on the 
1895 atlas.  
 
The Vernon family owned this property until 1956, when Lot 160 was sold to Milton and 
Dorothy Bloom.  The Blooms subdivided the property and sold 111 Hope Street on its 
own tiny lot in 1957.  Since then the house has had four owners, most recently 
Christopher M. Stewart and Sherrill E. Ryan, who bought it in 1999. 
 
 
DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT:1 
 
The Fox Point neighborhood was part of the original settlement of Providence in 1636.  
Maps of Providence in 1650 show Hope Street, then called “The Highway at the Head 
of the House Lots,” as the eastern boundary of the settlement. (The land east of Hope 
Street was set aside for agricultural purposes.)  As the 18th century progressed, 
Providence became a seaport, trading with other American colonies, with the West 
Indies, and with Europe.  Wharves and other shipping-related facilities began to evolve 
on the Fox Point waterfront, and a residential neighborhood of streets and house lots 

 
1 Sanderson, Edward F. and William McKenzie Woodward.  Providence:  A Citywide Survey of Historic 
Resources (Providence:  RI Historical Preservation Commission, 1986), pp. 16-18 and 43.  
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began to take shape adjacent to that waterfront.  Power, Williams, and Brook Street 
were all laid out by the end of the 18th century. A 1798 map of Providence identifies 
Hope Street as “The Ferry Road to India Bridge,” as its southern terminus was a bridge 
that crossed the Seekonk River to what is now East Providence. By 1803, that road 
came to be called Hope Street. 
 
After the Revolutionary War, American merchants were permitted to engage in trade 
with China and India: markets that had previously been monopolized by the British.  
Harbor development at Fox and India Points intensified to accommodate ships sailing to 
and from the Far East, and the surrounding neighborhood likewise became more 
densely inhabited.  In the early 19th century Fox Point was Providence’s transportation 
hub, with both shipping and, later, railroad facilities for conveying raw materials, finished 
products, trade goods, mail, foodstuffs and other items, and people.   Easy access to 
transportation networks attracted manufacturers to Fox Point as well, and the waterfront 
remained industrialized well into the 20th century.  Many Fox Point residents in the early 
to middle years of the 19th century were immigrants, particularly the Irish, who came to 
work on the railroads and in the factories.  Much of Fox Point was built out before the 
Civil War.   
 
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
111 Hope Street is located within the College Hill National Historic Landmark District 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  The inventory of the nomination lists 
the building as “House, by 1875.”  It is also located within the locally designated College 
Hill Historic District Overlay Zone. 
 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (All in Archives unless otherwise noted) 
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912, 
Plates I and II.  Shows the “Ferry Road to India Bridge” (Hope Street), crossed by 
Williams Street (1799) and John Street (1794).  On the east side of the Ferry Road 
between Williams and John Streets is a large lot labeled “Rebecca Williams Rope Walk 
Lot.”  This is the future site of 111 Hope Street.   
 
1830:  “Plat of Rope Walk Lots,” surveyed and planned by Benoni Lockwood on June 7, 
1830, recorded in Deed Book 60 between pages 132 and 133 on February 28, 1831 
(copied on plat card 413).  This plat shows streets and blocks of house lots bounded by 
Hope Street on the west, Williams Street on the north, Governor Street on the east, and 
lots on the south side of Transit Street to the south.  Lot #1 is at the corner of Hope and 
Williams, with 54½ feet of frontage on Hope Street (other dimensions not indicated).  
Just south of Lot #1 is Lot #2, which is 53-2/3 feet wide (other dimensions not 
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indicated).  Lot #2 is the future site of 111 Hope Street.  No building are shown on this 
map. (Registry of Deeds)   
 
1857:  “Map of Providence,” by H.F. Walling, Page C5.  Shows two houses standing on 
the lot at the southeast corner of Hope and Williams Streets, one house at the corner 
itself (gone since at least 1875) and one adjacent to it on the south.  This is 111 Hope 
Street, although its address is not indicated on the map, nor its owner’s name.   The 
block is bounded by Hope Street, Williams Street, Dove Street (now an alley running 
only partially through a larger block bounded on the east by East Sreet), and John 
Street. 
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 1 (Ward 3), Plate T.  
Shows two houses labeled 107 and 105 Hope Street (now 111 and 109 Hope Street), 
both standing on a 5,167 sq.ft. lot owned by Amey Vernon.  (The footprint of #107 is the 
same as that seen on the 1857 map.)  The lot has the number 2 on it, corresponding to 
the Rope Walk Plat (which is referenced on the map).  Note that the lot next door at the 
corner of Hope and Williams is also owned by Amey Vernon, with a house on it 
numbered 121 (now 199) Williams Street.  The map shows a horse-drawn street car line 
on Hope Street.    
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 1.   Shows the 
house at “107” (now 111) Hope Street standing on Lot #2 of the Rope Walk Plat.  No 
owner name or lot size is indicated.   
   
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plates 36-37.  Shows the 
houses at 111 and 109 Hope Street standing on a 5,167 sq.ft. lot, next to a 3,945 sq.ft. 
lot that contains 199 Williams Street. No owner names are indicated. Sewer lines have 
been installed on Williams Street.   
 
1902:  Assessor’s Plat Maps, Plat 17 shows Lot 160 measuring 5,167 sq.ft. on the east 
side of Hope Street, one lot south of Williams Street.  (This lot contains both 111 and 
109 Hope Street, although no building footprints are shown on assessor’s plat maps.)  
No owner name is indicated.   
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co., Plate 8.  Shows 111 and 
109 Hope Street standing on a 5,167 sq.ft. lot owned by Amey Vernon, along with the 
adjacent 3,945 sq.ft. lot containing 199 Williams Street.  Water lines have been installed 
on this part of Hope Street, sewer lines on Williams and John.  
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 18. Shows 111 and 
109 Hope Street (109 not numbered) on a 5,167 sq.ft. lot owned by the A. Vernon 
Estate, which also owns the adjacent 3,945 sq.ft. lot containing 199 Williams Street.  
Sewer lines have been installed on part of Hope Street.  The map refers to the B. 
Lockwood Survey Plat (no plat card number indicated).   
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 18.  Shows 111 and 
109 Hope Street on a 5,167 sq.ft. lot owned by the A. Vernon Estate, which also owns 
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the adjacent 3,945 sq.ft. lot containing 199 Williams Street. The map refers to the B. 
Lockwood Survey Plat on plat card 413.   
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 18.  Shows 111 
Hope Street on an 8,524 sq.ft. lot shared with 199 Williams Street (109 Hope now on a 
separate lot).  The owner is “A. Vernon Est.”  The map refers to the Rope Walk Lofts 
Plat on plat card 413.   
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 71/Page 212:  On March 30, 1835, Eliza S. Kingrew of Providence sold to 
George W. Hall, for $350, Lot #1 of the Rope Walk Lots Plat, on the east side of Hope 
Street at the corner of Williams Street, with frontage of 54.5 feet on Hope Street.  The 
deed references the plat map recorded on February 28, 1831 in DB 60 between pages 
132-133.  The deed does not mention any buildings on this lot. 
 
Deed Book 98/Page 385:  Indenture of Lease dated June 1, 1846.  Beginning on April 1, 
1846, Harriet Brown leased to Ebenezer Shed, for 10 years at $25 per year (renewable 
in 10 year increments at a price to be mutually determined), Lot #2 of the Rope Walk 
Lots Plat, “the same on which said Shed’s house now stands.”  [As noted above, the 
College Hill National Register nomination identifies 109 Hope Street as the Ebenezer 
Shedd House, 1845.”]  
 
Deed Book 133/Page 3:  On April 1, 1853, Harriet Brown of Providence sold to George 
W. Hall of Providence, for $1,000, a certain lot of land with all buildings and 
improvements thereon on the east side of Hope Street, being Lot #2 in the Rope Walk 
Lots Plat. This deed notes that the property is the same leased by Harriet Brown to 
Ebenezer Shed by lease dated June 1, 1846.  The lot was bounded on the west by 
Hope Street, on the north by land owned and occupied by George W. Hall, on the east 
by a gangway [Dove Street], and on the south by land owned and occupied by Philip 
Durfee. 
 
Deed Book 192/Page 175:  On August 1, 1870, George W. Hall of Providence sold to 
Amey Vernon, wife of John W. Vernon of Providence, for $12,000, two lots of land with 
all buildings and improvements thereon, being Lots #1 and #2 in the Rope Walk Lots 
Plat so called made by Benoni Lockwood on June 7, 1830 and recorded in Deed Book 
60 between pages 132 and 133; also known as Lots 160 and 161 in the “city register 
book No. 5, Plat 17 [assessor’s tax ledger].  Being the same lots conveyed to the 
grantor by Eliza S. Kingrew [Lot #1] on March 30, 1835, Deed Book 71, Page 112, and 
by Harriet Brown [Lot #2] on April 1, 1853, Deed Book 133, Page 3.” 
 
Deed Book 1059/Page 241:  On November 5, 1956 Milton H. Bloom and Dorothy L. 
Bloom of Cranston sold to Margaret McKenna and son Martin J. McKenna of 
Providence, a parcel of land with buildings and improvements thereon, on the east side 
of Hope Street, bounded and described as follows:  beginning at a point 52.93 feet 
south of Williams Street, then running east bounding northerly 34.15 feet, then running 
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south bounding easterly 3.9 feet, then running east bounding northerly 7.2 feet, then 
running south bounding easterly 26.66 feet, then running west bounding southerly 42.06 
feet to Hope Street, then running north on Hope Street 31.12 feet.  [This is the 
subdivision that created Lot 615 from Lot 160.]  
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
No records were found. 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
 
Tax records are available from 1827 to the present.  Prior to 1854, tax records were 
published in a book listing the property owner alphabetically by name, the total 
assessment for any real and personal property (without specifying where real estate 
was located), and the total tax due.  Beginning in 1854, the city kept ledgers (organized 
by property owner name) indicating the plat and lot number of any real estate and the 
assessed value and taxes therefor. 
 
1854 Tax Ledger A1, Page 366.  George W. Hall owned Plat 17, Lot 160.  On 

August 1, 1854, this lot measured 3,420 sq.ft. and was assessed at a 
value of $1,197 for land and $500 for buildings. [The building referred to is 
apparently 109 Hope Street.  Note also that Hall also owned the abutting 
Lot 161 as well as several other properties.] 

 
1857  Tax Ledger A1, Page 366.  George W. Hall owned Plat 17, Lot 160.  On 

May 1, 1857, the lot measured 5,367 sq.ft. and was assessed at $1,878 
for land and $900 for buildings.  [Note the assessment for buildings had 
nearly doubled in three years, apparently indicating the construction of 
111 Hope.] 
 

1864  Tax Ledger A6, Page 160.  George W. Hall owned Plat 17, Lot 160.  On  
  January 1, 1864, this lot measured 5,267 sq.ft. and was valued at $1,878 

for land and $900 for buildings.  
 
1867  Tax Ledger B2, Page 391. George W. Hall owned Plat 17, Lot 160.  On  
  [illegible date], 1864, this lot measured 5,267 sq.ft. and was valued at 

$1,878 for land and $1,000 for buildings. The ledger indicates that the  
ownership of this lot transferred to Amey Vernon, wife of John W. Vernon, 
on November 1, 1870 and refers to Deed Book 192, Page 175. [Note that 
the abutting Lot 161 was also transferred to Amey Vernon on that date.] 

 
1870  Tax Ledger B5, Page 233.  Amey Vernon, wife of John W. Vernon, owned 
  Plat 17, Lot 160. On November 1, 1870, this lot measured 5,267 sq.ft. and 

was valued at $1,878 for land and $1,000 for buildings.  (Note that Amey 
Vernon also owned the abutting Lot 161.) 
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Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directories, first published in 1850, contain a street directory, noting all 
existing streets, and a residents’ directory organized alphabetically by last name; these 
also included a house directory, listing residential buildings by street address, from 
1892-1894. 
 
1850-1867 George W. Hall of Bradford & Hall (limestone and brick), lived at 144 Hope 

Street. 
 

1868-1869 George W. Hall of Bradford & Hall (limestone and brick), lived at 111 Hope 
Street. 

 
1870  George W. Hall of Bradford & Hall (limestone and brick), lived at 122 Hope 

Street.  John W. Vernon, cashier at Merchants National Bank, lived at 159  
North Main Street. 

 
1871  John W. Vernon, cashier at Merchants National Bank, lived at 125 

Williams Street. 
 
1875  John W. Vernon, cashier at Merchants National Bank, lived at 121 

[now 199] Williams Street. 
 
 
Assessor’s Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
HOPE STREET, AP 17/160  
 
Amey Vernon, wife John W. Vernon, owned the property as of November 1, 1870. 
Amey Vernon Estate owned the property as of January 1, 1923. 
Adelaide W. Vernon and Anne T. Vernon owned the property as of January 1941. 
Milton H. and Dorothy L. Bloom owned the property as of December 1956. 
 [Blooms subdivided the lot and sold Lot 617 to McKennas, below, in 1957.) 
 
HOPE STREET, AP 17/615 
 
Margaret and Martin J. McKenna owned the property as of December 1957. 
Margaret McKenna Estate and Martin J. McKenna owned the property as of December 

1965. 
Raymond J. Whitehead and wife S. Barbara Whitehead owned the property as of 

January 4, 1966.  Refers to Deed Book 1123/Pages 1136 and 1132. 
Shirley T. Hugot and Francois Hugot owned the property as of August 9, 1991.  Refers  
 to DB 2437/69. 
Francois Hugot and Shirley T. Hugot owned the property as of September 14, 1995. 
 Refers to DB 3199/020. 
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Shirley T. Hugot Declaration of Trust and Francois Hugot Declaration of Trust (each 

owning ½ interest) owned the property as of May 29, 1996.  Refers  to DB 
3337/137, 140. 

Hugot Family Limited Partnership and Francois Hugot Declaration of Trust (each 
owning ½ interest) owned the property as of April 16, 1997.  Refers  to DB 
3533/278. 

Christopher M. Stewart and Sherrill E. Ryan owned the property as of May 17, 1999. 
 Refers to DB 4085/005, 007. 
 
 
 
Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh 
May 2004 
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